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Letter to children of 2050 about sustainability 

 

Dear daughter, 

“You were so beautiful”. Our earth is a wonderful place where human beings, 

animals and the diversity of our nature could live together in harmony, 

sensitiveness, peace and a very balanced neighborhood. This dream we had for 

us and also for you. Unfortunately our behavior was not corresponding to this 

dream! We do see the consequences of our misbehavior but due to political, 

economic interests and lack of knowledge in private households, the hurdles to 

change are very high.  

For one little person in the universe it is very difficult to change and to support 

the sustainable thinking. To be more specific I would like to speak about the 

plastic bottles we are using for water to drink. To generate these plastic bottles 

we need oil, a raw material which is getting less and less. We are not 

considering this reduction, as a danger. We are using plastic bottles instead of 

glass bottles as they are lighter, cheaper and can been thrown away instead of 

glass bottles which are more expensive and need to be cleaned to be re-used. 

The thrown plastic bottles are going to waste and are one part of the plastic 

waste in our ocean, beside fisher nets and other plastic waste. All this plastic in 

the ocean is grounded to small particles which are eaten by the fishes and 

coming back as our food or the fishes and other sea animals are going to die. A 

sustainable solution would be, to produce polyester fibers out of these plastic 

bottles for our next sport shoes or T- shirt. It would be an additional advantage 

to reduce the consumption of oil and save an important natural resource. I 

hope this will be considered as a little step to help the planet to resist for you. 

Another point is our daily live, it is based on speed, profit and wealth and the 

protection of nature and resources or health of people and animals are not so 

important, which is wrong, thinking about the future and you. Instead of 

developing and producing food, clothing and other things close to the region 

where it’s needed, we ship, fly and drive  goods around the world. For example 

a Cotton T-Shirt with a print on it, has made 70000 miles before it goes into the 

store or we ship shrimps collected in Germany to be peeled in China and then 

resend to Germany to be sold. This is only because few people want to 
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generate big profit. But the consequence is that this behavior destroys our 

environment day by day and stresses people, animals and our nature. One of 

the consequences is that the Co2 emission is growing dramatically and the 

ozone hole is getting bigger and bigger. The ozone layer couldn´t shield 

anymore the Earth´s surface from the harmful effects of solar radiation. 

Therefore more and more ultraviolet rays are reaching our Earth. Scientists 

found out that it cause a rise in the incidence of skin cancer, eye cataracts, and 

damages to the immune system. Sorry that you now have to wear full body 

swimsuits for UV protection when you are going for a swim on the beach in 

summer. You also have to protect your body completely when you ride bikes or 

walk in the mountain. Unfortunately the ozone hole is not repairable and we 

and our former generations have been responsible for that.  

Another effect is the fast global warming, which is responsible for the melting 

glaciers, the poles as well as the increasing amount of hurricanes, storms and 

floods. The consequences of already visible effects, as described above, are not 

yet predictable. We are thinking that some animals and people will lose their 

livelihood, like the polar bear. Sorry that you will miss a lot of beautiful species 

birds or plants. 

I also want to highlight, that it was a short-sighted mindset to exploit other 

continents and developing countries. Short term we gained cheaper products 

and raw materials, but long term the difference between poor and rich people 

has increased and the world was getting dangerous, as everybody wanted to 

live in richer countries and the movement of poor people started. The 

consequences of this movement we cannot foresee, but could be very difficult 

as the livelihood will be less and less for one single person. I hope you will not 

feel the restrictions and can live like we do, today.  

Raw materials have been exploited by interests of few people to expand their 

own power. Therefore some products cannot be produced in a sustainable 

way, as the profit is on first place. Unfortunately my personal influence to 

change this is too small, but I hope that more people will understand this 

behavior and start the change. 
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You see, we have already some knowledge about sustainability but it is not yet 

the driving factor in our daily live and I think my generation need to start the 

change step by step. I will do it . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


